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SINNER OR SAINT 
Part 1 

By Rayola Kelley 
 
        In ministering to people, we 
have discovered that many of them 
have not been truly discipled. 
Granted, they may have been indoc-
trinated according to a certain school 
of thought or doctrinal preference, 
but they have not been discipled to 
follow Jesus. They may have been 
exposed to Christianity, but they 
have been allowed to define what it 
means to live the Christian life ac-
cording to personal understanding 
and speculation. As a result, people 

may be following 
concepts and no-
tions about what it 
means to be a Chris-
tian, but they are not 
following Jesus. 
Such environments 
do not produce disci-
ples of Jesus. 
      There are a cou-

ple of problems that occur when 
such environments are in operation 
among Christians. The main one is 
that there will be no real agreement. 
As a Body of believers, our real 
source of agreement is Jesus Christ. 
Due to the diversity in the Body, 
agreement will be missing unless 
there is one sure foundation in which 
to take stock of a matter, and one 
Spirit in which issues can be properly 
discerned. Spirit and truth serve as 
the only real points of agreement 
among believers (John 4:24). 
        Discipleship is what establishes 
believers on the true foundation of 
Jesus Christ, and lines them up to 
the cornerstone of His truth, exam-
ples and work of redemption (1 Co-
rinthians 3:11; 1 Peter 2:6-8). This is 
why the Christian’s commission is 
really two-fold. In other words, it has 
one main root that connects individu-
als to the reality and work of Jesus, 
but it is two-pronged.  
        The one prong is our responsi-

bility to preach the Gospel, while the 
other one is that of discipleship 
(Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15). One 
of the facts I remind Christians of is 
that Jesus’ mission was to die as the 
Lamb of God, but His ministry was, 
and is, to serve as our Prophet, Priest 
and Lord to bring about the ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). 
It is from this premise that He will fulfill 
His calling to set the captive free, and 
truly bring forth redemption as He 
rules in the believer’s life as Lord, 
while unveiling the kingdom of God in 
the lives of His followers. 
       Since there seems to be much 
confusion about true Christianity, I felt 
a need to teach a discipleship series. 
It is important to point out that real 
discipleship entails a one on one in-
vestment. It is a matter of bringing 
one to the knowledge, understanding 
and obedience of his or her Lord. It is 
my desire that as a Scriptural founda-
tion is laid, the true spiritual teacher, 
the Holy Spirit, will be enabled to 
bring life and revelation of the Scrip-
tures to His people (John 16:13; 1 
John 2:27). It is the life in the Word of 
God that will affect the inner man to 
ponder in humility what it truly means 
to be a Christian or true follower of 
Jesus. 
       Christianity is not a belief sys-
tem. It is a lifestyle. In other words, 
Christianity’s identifying mark is the 
very life of Jesus being worked in us, 
through us and out of us. Obviously, 
Christianity is not just a matter of as-
sociation with some Jesus; rather, it is 
a total identification, to and in, the Je-
sus of the Bible. This identification is 
for the purpose of being consecrated 
unto God according to the heavenly 
life that is being manifested in us by 
the Holy Spirit. 
       The question is, how does identi-
fication truly distinguish us as believ-
ers? It is simple. It will come down to 
the way we walk. One of my struggles 
in my Christian life has been my iden-
tification. Am I a sinner or am I a 
saint? There are some Christians who 
can get quite adamant over this issue, 

declaring that, as Christians, we are 
saints. However, when I first came to 
Jesus, I had to recognize that I was sin-
ner, doomed by my sin. And, as we all 
well know, the Bible is quite adamant 
about this fallen state of man that ini-
tially separated each of us from our holy 
God. 
        Scripture reveals, that because of 
our selfish disposition, our best is con-
sidered as filthy rags before God. Be-
cause of our wretched fleshly ways, 
there is no good or beneficial aspect of 
our inner life that would honor God in 
His holiness. Sin has indeed marred us 
so much that we fall short of our poten-
tial to reflect the glory of God in this pre-
sent age of darkness. Our sinful condi-
tion has brought us under a death sen-
tence. In such a state we stand 
doomed. And, as the Bible warns, if we 
say we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth of Jesus Christ is 
not in us. It also states that if we say 
that we have not had a real problem 
with sin, we make God a liar, and His 
Word is definitely not in us. After all, 
God considers us sinners, subject to the 
wickedness of this world, enslaved by 
iniquity, and prone to transgress His 
Law (Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:23; 6:23; 
7:18; 1 John 1:8, 10).  
        Through the years, I have become 
more aware of my inner state. Granted, 
Jesus took away our sins (its activities) 
on the cross, but what about the inner 
disposition? We refer to this inner dispo-
sition as the “old man.” How did Christ 
deal with the inner man on the cross? It 
is simple that the work of redemption on 
the cross allows us to receive the “new 
man” or “new life” from heaven. In other 
words, we are given a new disposition: 
that of a new heart and new spirit when 
we are born again from above. The 
born-again experience makes us into 
new creations and places us in the posi-
tion of a saint (John 3:3, 5; 2 Corin-
thians 5:17). 
        Saint implies a person who is set 
apart or sanctified. Such a person is a 
believer whose life stands distinct in ho-
liness, sincerity and separation. The Bi-
ble tells us that as believers, Jesus is 
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our place of sanctification, but it is 
the Holy Spirit who does the work of 
sanctification. Positionally, the Father 
sees Jesus’ sanctification, which 
makes us acceptable to Him. How-
ever, our life must be hid in Christ to 
ensure God views us from this van-
tage point, as well as allow the Spirit 
to actually do the work of sanctifica-
tion in the inner man (1 Corinthians 
1:30; Colossians 3:3; Titus 3:5; 1 Pe-
ter 1:2).   
        Does the old disposition in us 
simply cease once we are born 
again? The way we are inclined, or 
bent, towards God may change, but 
many of the tendencies of the “old 
man” remain in us. Obviously, for 
tendencies to change we must 
change our attitude about matters. In 
Jesus’ instruction and example, He 
showed believers what they must do 
to ensure that the “old man” never 
reigns again. There must be self-
denial of the old ways, before the 
rule and preeminence of the “old 
man” can be crucified. Once the 
ways are disowned and the reign of 
the old disposition put to death, then 
a person has the liberty to follow Je-
sus.   
        Once the old is put away 
through neglect and death, a person 
can begin to take on the new. The 
new points to new godly tendencies. 
The inner man must be renewed 
daily by the Spirit of God to ensure 
that new tendencies are being devel-
oped in one’s life. This is why the 
mind must be transformed by the re-
newing of the Spirit.  
        As I have struggled with the is-
sue of being a sinner or a saint in my 
spiritual life, I have had to come to 
terms with what really sets a person 
apart as a sinner or saint. The an-
swer is quite simple. It is found in 1 
John 3:9-10: “Whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin; for his 
seed remaineth in him, and he can-
not sin, because he is born of God. 
In this the children of God are mani-
fest, and the children of the devil: 
whosoever doeth not righteousness 
is not of God, neither he that loveth 
not his brother.” 
        What identifies a person in his 
or her walk? If a person is walking or 
living in sin, he or she is a sinner. If a 
person is walking in the ways of 
righteousness, he or she will be iden-

tified as being born from above. After 
all, those who truly have the very life of 
Jesus in them cannot sin without being 
convicted in their tender conscience. 
There will be no way in which they can 
ignore, justify or maintain such sin 
without a war raging in their soul. Sin 
breaks fellowship with God, and the 
new disposition will not be able to toler-
ate such a broken state for long. 
       As Christians, we must realize 
that our Christian identification is not a 
title or a means of association. It is 
about exchange and identification. At 
the cross of Christ I exchange the old 
with the new in order to become totally 
identified with Jesus in a new life. The 
Apostle John talks about such an iden-
tification in his first epistle: “He that 
saith he abideith in him ought himself 
also so to walk, even as he walked”(1 
John 2:6). 
       To ensure complete sanctification 
as saints, we must follow Jesus. Jesus 
stated in John 17:19: “And for their 
sakes I sanctify myself, that they also 
might be sanctified through the truth.” 
We are not only positionally identified 
as a saint, but our lives must also 
brand us as being truly followers of Je-
sus Christ. He sanctified or set Himself 
apart so we could be sanctified through 
His truth. Let us now consider the path 
Jesus followed to be set apart in His 
life as a man. 
       Personal Glory: He gave up His 
capacity as God to take on the disposi-
tion of a servant, allowing Himself to be 
fashioned as a man (Philippians 2:1-8). 
He became identified with us, so we 
could become identified to Him in His 
work of redemption. According to Je-
sus’ example, before we can walk the 
life of a saint that is separate from the 
dictates of the flesh and the demands 
of the world, we have to give up our 
vainglory. This means we must give up 
our right to life according to our terms. 
To give up our personal glory enables 
us to humble ourselves as a servant so 
that we can be made or formed in the 
righteousness of God. 
       Established: As man, Jesus was 
established in His life with the Father. 
Most of this hidden life He had with the 
Father was developed in obscurity. As 
a result, Jesus was prepared to walk 
the path to Calvary. His face was set to 
finish His earthy mission, enabling us 
as believers the means to discover our 
heavenly inheritance. His example is 

clear; we must be firmly established in 
our life with Him, if we are going to live 
separately from the influences of this 
world. 
        Commissioned: Jesus was com-
missioned to die on the cross. In His 
ministry He made the intention of the 
Father known to those who would but 
hear. He came to heal the broken 
hearted and restore hope to those in 
captivity, by reconciling them back to a 
relationship with His God. As saints, 
we have the ministry of reconciliation 
(Luke 4:18; 2 Corinthians 5:18-19). We 
have been commissioned to preach 
the Gospel that can bring peace, and 
teach others to observe the teachings 
and ways of Jesus that will line them 
up to the narrow path of life. 
        Sacrifice: As a servant, Jesus was 
prepared to offer all up for the glory of 
the Father, to benefit our spiritual state. 
He walked away from what was con-
sidered a normal life, sacrificed all at-
tachments and recognition that be-
longed to the world, and walked con-
trary to the ways of the world. In the 
end, He became the perfect Lamb of 
God that the world not only hated, but 
also offered up as a source of reproach 
and humiliation on the altar of the 
cross. As saints, we are to become liv-
ing sacrifices to prove what is the right, 
acceptable, and perfect will of God 
(Romans 12:1-2). 
        Death: Jesus died so we could 
have life. All sins have been placed in 
the silent grave so the guilt attached to 
them can no longer taunt believers’ 
conscience, allowing them to embrace 
the new life. As saints, we not only 
possess eternal life, but we are to live 
this life out in loving devotion. Jesus 
talks about this life possessing abun-
dance or satisfaction. When Christians 
are not content, it is because they are 
not walking out the life entrusted to 
them. As a result, they fail to experi-
ence the abundance of this life that 
truly proves to be satisfying to the spirit 
and soul of man. Keep in mind that the 
very life of Jesus is complete, full and 
rewarding. We can only experience the 
contentment of this life by assimilating 
it into our thoughts, attitudes and con-
duct. 
        Resurrection Power: Resurrection 
power raised Jesus from the grave. As 
saints, we have this same power to 
raise us out of the quagmire of sin and 

Continued Page 5, Column 1 
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WHAT IS GODLINESS? 
By Jeannette Haley 

 
        It’s interesting how people trans-
late words differently according to 
their own understanding and percep-
tion. That is why it is so important to 
clearly define terminology when trying 
to get an idea across to others when 
teaching, or even in general conver-
sation. How many misunderstandings 
have developed between people sim-
ply because definitions needed to be 
established? 
        The subject of 
godliness is no ex-
ception. If you were 
to take a survey of 
people’s perception 
of godliness, some 
of the terms you 
would most likely 
hear are “religious,” 
“pious,” “righteous,” 
“spiritual,” “holy,” “pure” or “saintly.” 
All of these definitions may be correct 
in whole or in part; that is, each can 
be a vital component of godliness. 
However, one has to delve deeper 
into the meaning of these terms in 
light of the context in which they are 
found in Scripture. In other words, we 
need to understand the definitions of 
words found within the framework of 
God’s attributes and character as re-
vealed in His Word. Therefore, true 
godliness, or holiness, as the case 
may be, must be defined by Spirit and 
Truth.  
        Godliness is like a many-faceted 
diamond, wherein each “facet” is rep-
resented by a singular definition [of 
godliness]. Each facet reflects the pu-
rity and beauty of the whole. The fac-
ets are not the essence of the dia-
mond, but they are necessary in order 
for the glory and beauty of the gem to 
shine forth in complete and total per-
fection.  
        Therefore, if I were to mention 
“religious” as just one “facet” of godli-
ness to a person, that person could 
interpret it in any number of different 
ways. He or she might conclude, de-
pending upon his or her frame of ref-
erence, that religious means belong-
ing to a certain church or denomina-
tion. Another might think of fanaticism, 
while someone else could think in 
terms of one of the world’s “religions,” 
or the occult, or a cult. As you can 

see, at this point there would be a total 
breakdown in successfully communi-
cating godliness according to spirit and 
truth. 
        The definition of “religious” has, 
through the centuries, been more or 
less subject to the church culture of the 
time, because “religion” and “religious” 
has to do with outward ceremonial ob-
servance and worship.  Whi le 
“religious” is not an attribute of God, 
who is spirit, it can be a characteristic 
of a truly godly person. But, not all out-
wardly religious persons are necessar-
ily godly. We all know that the world is 
full of “religious” people of every sort 
who are enemies of God in disposition, 
motivation, word, and deed. Such per-
sons, unlike true servants of God, are 
easily identified (as were the Phari-
sees) by their pride, self-love and self-
serving agendas, lack of fruit and 
Christ-likeness, and more often than 
not, a religious spirit. 
        We find this beautiful, simple yet 
profound definition of “religion” in 
James 1:26, 27: “If any man among 
you seem to be religious, and bridleth 
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own 
heart, this man’s religion is vain. Pure 
religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this, To visit the fatherless 
and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the 
world.”  James is saying that a person 
can outwardly appear to be “religious,” 
but what comes out of his or her mouth 
will reveal the heart condition. A per-
son with a deceptive heart deceives no 
one but him or herself in the long run, 
regardless of how “good” or “religious” 
he or she appears to be, making his or 
her religion vain, or worthless. 
        James states that there is such a 
thing as “pure” religion that is 
“undefiled” before God. He doesn’t say 
that “pure and undefiled religion” is go-
ing to church every time the door 
opens. Nor is it running around “laying 
hands on people” and “prophesying.” 
James definitely rules out becoming 
rich and famous, traveling around the 
world promoting “world peace,” or 
pushing for every church to join in a 
“purpose-driven” agenda. Rather, pure 
and undefiled religion in God’s eyes is 
quiet servitude to those in great need, 
and l iv ing a consecrated l ife 
(separation from the world). [Note: If 
you want to understand how to live a 
consecrated life, we suggest that you 

download Rayola’s e-Book, “The Vic-
torious Journey.” Also, watch for her 
new upcoming in-depth book on this 
subject, “Possessing Our Souls.”] 
       It’s rather obvious, to even the 
most casual observer, that being reli-
gious is not an indication of godliness. 
After all, a pagan can be “religious” 
about idols demon gods, and tribal 
customs. However, a truly godly per-
son may be religious, but only in the 
strictest sense of the term, where his 
or her religion is indeed “pure” and 
“undefiled” by personal pride, agen-
das or carnality.  
       The next word that people may 
use to describe godliness is “pious.” 
According (in part) to Webster, pious 
means marked by or showing rever-
ence for deity and devotion to divine 
worship; sacred or devotional as dis-
tinct from the profane or secular; duti-
ful; virtuous. Webster refers to the 
word “devout” in conjunction to pious, 
and therein notes that pious applies to 
the faithful performance of religious 
duties and maintenance of outward 
religious attitudes, frequently with a 
connotation of hypocrisy. So we see 
that the underlying connotation of pi-
ety and devout, while giving the ap-
pearance of true religion outwardly, 
fails to uphold the lasting virtues of a 
pure and perfect heart. Thus, we can 
dismiss piety, pious and devout as 
true definitions or examples of godli-
ness, although, as with “religious” a 
godly person may be devout or pious 
in disposition and attitude. 
       The next word in our list is right-
eous. The Hebrew definition for nearly 
all of the usages of righteous in the 
Old Testament is “make right (in a 
moral or forensic sense); cleanse, 
(be, do) just;” justice, justify, “(be, turn 
to) righteousness” and “lawful.” Thus 
those who lived before Christ and 
obeyed the law, and lived moral, up-
right lives, were considered righteous. 
We can study the lives of those whom 
God considered righteous such as 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Job, Abraham, 
and Daniel, to name a few who had 
right standing with God. 
       Righteous, or righteousness, is 
exemplified in the lives of Noah, 
Daniel and Job because of what they 
overcame in their generation. “Though 
these three men, Noah, Daniel, and 
Job, were in it, [the world] they should 
deliver but their own souls by their 
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righteousness, saith the Lord GOD” 
Ezekiel 14:14. (Emphasis added). 
Noah overcame the world, Daniel 
overcame the flesh, and Job over-
came the devil. True righteousness is 
more than external compliance to cer-
tain religious traditions or practices. It 
is more than conforming for the sake 
of appearing righteous to others. It is 
more than reforming one’s behavior in 
order to survive societal rules and 
laws. It is more than performing good 
works as the sole basis of personal 
righteousness. 
        The New Testament definition of 
righteous, or righteousness, reveals 
that only through Christ can we be 
rendered or regarded as just or inno-
cent. Those who are in Christ are jus-
tified, or acquitted for Christ’s sake. 
Christ is our righteousness. (See Ro-
mans 1:4, 9, 10; 1 Corinthians 1:30). 
Consider Philippians 3:9: “And be 
found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith.”  [Emphasis added] 
Thus we must settle it forever that 
righteousness is found only in Christ, 
and only as we are in Him by faith can 
we be deemed by God as righteous. 
A person cannot be considered right-
eous (or just) without faith; therefore, 
righteousness and faith go hand in 
hand. “The just shall live by faith: but 
if any man draw back, my soul shall 
have no pleasure in him. But without 
faith it is impossible to please him: for 
he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him” He-
brews 10:38; 11:6.  
        Faith and righteousness are es-
sential components of godliness. This 
faith is not in faith itself, or faith in 
anything other than God and His 
Word. It is as Hebrews 11:1 defines it: 
“. . . faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.” “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of your-
selves; it is the gift of God: Not of 
works, lest any man should boast” 
Ephesians 2:8, 9.  
        The next definition we need to 
consider is “spiritual.” Perhaps in 
years gone by, the word “spiritual” 
was automatically equated with bibli-
cal Christianity. Today, however, we 
hear this word coming forth from the 

lips of a variety of people—especially 
a certain wealthy TV celebrity who is 
an outspoken enemy of Christ and His 
cross. Taking advantage of her pres-
tigious and powerful position as a 
popular American idol, this person 
has thrown up a “spiritual” detour sign 
o n  t h e  b r o a d  h i g h w a y  o f 
“churchianity,” thus rerouting the un-
suspecting onto a blissfully ignorant 
road that leads straight to hell.  
        Keeping in mind that truth origi-
nates with God; that Jesus is the truth 
(John 14:6); that God’s Word is truth 
(John 17:17); and that the Holy Spirit 
teaches us the truth (1 John 2:27), 
and lead us into all truth (John 1613), 
let us conclude that the truly spiritual 
person has received the spirit of God. 
“Now we have received, not the spirit 
of the world, but the spirit which is of 
God; that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God. 
Which things also we speak, not in 
the words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth; comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual. But the natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto 
him: neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually discerned. 
But he that is spiritual judgeth all 
things, yet he himself is judged of no 
man. For who hath known the mind of 
the Lord, that he may instruct him? 
But we have the mind of Christ” 1 Co-
rinthians 2:12-16. 
        The Apostle Paul describes why 
an individual can be considered godly 
or spiritual in Romans 8:13-16: “For if 
ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but 
if ye through the Spirit do mortify the 
deeds of the body, ye shall live. For 
as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God. For ye 
have not received the spirit of bond-
age again to fear; but ye have re-
ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit that we 
are the children of God.” 
        The next word associated with 
godliness is holiness. 1 Peter 1:15, 16 
says: “But as he which hath called 
you is holy, so be ye holy in all man-
ner of conversation [behavior]; Be-
cause it is written, Be ye holy; for I am 
holy.” For a person to be holy, he or 
she must be set apart from what is 
profane, or evil in God’s sight. Holi-

ness is a state of being. According to 
Strong’s Concordance, the Greek 
definition of holy is sacred, pure, mor-
ally blameless, consecrated (set 
apart). God calls us to holiness, 
which, by the way, is not a calling to 
be divine. Divinity can only be found 
in the Godhead. Man may think he is 
divine, or that he will in some future 
state become divine, but he is human, 
not divine. Nearly every cult teaches 
that Jesus was not divine by nature, 
and many of them teach that man ei-
ther is divine by nature or going to be-
come divine. Such are doctrines of 
demons. 
       Some may define godliness as 
purity. Pure simply means clean or 
clear. Definitely a godly person will 
possess a clean heart, and a clear 
conscience because of the sanctifying 
work of Christ, and regenerating work 
of the Holy Spirit. 
       Finally, we come to our last 
word, “saintly” (as referring to the 
saints.) I found it interesting that the 
definition in Strong’s Concordance of 
saints is the same as holy. Thus, 
whenever one reads of the saints in 
Scripture (from Deuteronomy through 
Revelation), it is referring to all of the 
holy people of God. A saint is anyone 
who belongs to God through faith in 
Jesus Christ the Lord, who has con-
secrated his or her life to the Lord, 
and one who walks in faith, righteous-
ness and obedience. 
       In conclusion, I feel strongly led 
to mention one other aspect of godli-
ness that needs to be considered, and 
that is this: pure hatred for evil. “And 
the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou 
considered my servant Job, that there 
is none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that feareth 
God, and escheweth [despises] evil” 
Job 1:8? King David wrote, “I will set 
no wicked thing before mine eyes: I 
hate the work of them that turn aside; 
it shall not cleave to me. A forward 
[perverted] heart shall depart from 
me: I will not know a wicked person” 
Psalm 101: 3, 4.  
       A godly, holy or perfect person 
despises sin. We need to wake up to 
the fact that the entire world, both 
secular and religious, is being system-
atically brainwashed by the New Age 
antichrist system of “positivism” and 
“political correctness.” All that is holy, 

Continued Page 5, Column 2 



How Cults Deceive 
[Excerpts] 

(The Berean Call) 
 
     When we use the word "cult" and 
"cultic teaching" we are making refer-
ence to distorted teachings and abu-
sive groups that redefine the Biblical, 
historical Person of Jesus Christ and 
the essential doctrines of the orthodox 
Christian faith . . . . all cults end up 
attacking the real historical Jesus 
Christ. They ascribe to Him that which 
is contrary to His character, His na-
ture and His very own claims. To re-
define Jesus Christ, Biblical terminol-
ogy, and the essential doctrines of the 
Christian Faith in this way is to pro-
duce doublethink perversion. Confu-
sion, delusion and spiritual abuse fol-
low. 
     Let us never forget the very sober-
ing words of the Apostle Paul, "I mar-
vel that ye are so soon removed from 
him that called you into the grace of 
Christ unto another gospel: Which is 
not another; but there be some that 
trouble you, and would pervert the 
gospel of Christ. But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed. As we said before, so say I 
now again, if any man preach any 
other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be ac-
cursed." (Galatians 1:6-9) 
     "Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage" (Galatians 5:1). 
 
http://www.spiritual-research-network.
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the world, to live victorious lives over 
the enemies of our soul. We are no 
longer earth-bound by the death that 
reigns in the world, but now we are 
identified to a life that is empowered 
by resurrection. There will be no ex-
cuse for the Christian who fails to 
walk the life of a saint. Saints reflect 
the glory of Jesus; they have been 
established in righteousness, com-
missioned to do His bidding, have 
presented their bodies as a living 
sacrifice, are identified in His death, 
and empowered by resurrection to 
be victorious in their lives.  
        Ministry: Jesus’ ministry did not 
stop upon His death, burial and res-
urrection. He now sits on the right 
hand of majesty. Here He serves in 
the capacity of our High Priest. As 
saints, we must always be striving to 
go on to perfection in our life in Je-
sus. This maturity will enable us to 
serve our Lord in greater devotion, 
service and worship. 
        Jesus’ path and examples are 
clear. We must walk in His footsteps 
to not only ensure our position of 
sanctification, but to make certain 
that we become set apart in our walk 
or life. Sadly, there is not always a 
distinction between the sinner who 
has no knowledge of salvation and 
the Christian who claims rights as a 
child of God.  
        The concept of a “worldly” saint 
is not scriptural. According to your 
walk (disposition, attitude and con-
duct) would you be classified as a 
sinner or identified as a saint? If you 
are a sinner, you really need to re-
pent and become identified with the 
complete work of redemption. How-
ever, if you are a saint, rejoice in 
your Lord as you continue to go on to 
greater maturity in your Christian 
walk and testimony.      

true and righteous according to God’s 
Word is being mocked, undermined, 
redefined and sacrificed to the pagan 
idols of humanistic self exaltation as 
people buy into the old satanic lie that 
they are divine, or gods. How long do 
you think the mega churches would 
last if sin, hell, true repentance, self-
denial, the Lordship of Christ, obedi-
ence, righteousness, separation from 
the world, the judgment to come, and 
godliness were preached from the pul-
pits?  
       In short, godliness is a holy, pure, 
consecrated life of righteousness that 
is lived by faith and obedience through 
the power of the indwelling Spirit of 
God which brings forth fruit for the 
glory of God. Godly persons have no 
hidden agendas that involve self-
gratification, or love for that which God 
hates. In fact, a truly godly person will 
say with the Psalmist, “I hate every 
false way” (Psalm 119:204b). We are 
either living a carnal life of self-
gratification in this world, where we are 
seeking for vain glory, or we are draw-
ing ever closer to God, seeking and 
pursuing the spiritual life that endures 
forever. What does your life say about 
you today? 

Sinner or Saint, Con’t. Godliness, Con’t. 

"I challenge the Christian community 
to look at the facts surrounding the 
contemplative prayer movement and 
see its connection to New Age oc-
cultism and Eastern mysticism. Just 
because a writer is emotionally stir-
ring, sincere, and uses biblical lan-
guage does not necessarily mean he 
or she advocates sound, biblical 
truths."(A Time of Departing, pp. 
14,16, 89) by Ray Yungen 

PROPHETIC WORDS OF  
DANIEL WEBSTER 

(Written in 1823) 
 
     “If religious [Christian] literature is 
not widely circulated among the 
masses in this country, I do not know 
what is going to become of us as a na-
tion. If truth be not diffused, error will 
be; if God and His Word are not known 
and received, the devil and his works 
will gain the ascendancy; if the evan-
gelical volume does not reach every 
hamlet, the pages of a corrupt and li-
centious literature will; if the power of 
the gospel is not felt throughout the 
length and breadth of the land, anar-
chy and misrule, degradation and mis-
ery, corruption and darkness, will reign 
without mitigation or end.” 
     Jack Chick writes: “Without a God-
sent revival, we can kiss America, as 
we have known it, goodbye...The old 
King James Bible (AV 1611) is right on 
target, and it’s despised by theologi-
ans…’Whoso despiseth the word shall 
be destroyed…’ (Proverbs 13:13).” 

WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND. . .  
. . . that every Christian, Jew and free-
dom-loving American see Ben Stein’s 
movie, “EXPELLED” before it, too, is 
“expelled.” This excellent and timely 
documentary film will grip your heart 
and mind from beginning to end as it 
exposes what the God-hating “elite” 
do not want you to know. It is a pow-
erful wake up call that leaves you with 
much to think and pray about.  

BOOKS 
Holy Spirit Revivals—Charles Finney 
The Radical Cross—A.W. Tozer 
A Time of Departing—Ray Yungen 
Presentation of the Gospel—R. Kelley 
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RAYOLA’S Q & A CORNER 
 

GOD IN THE BOX? 
 
        Q: I have heard some people 
say that they are letting God out of 
the “box” to discover Him in ways that 
others are now claiming to border on 
heresy. Without assuming I know 
what they mean or where it might be 
leading people who follow their exam-
ple, would you give me your under-
standing regarding this confusion? 
        A: Lately I have been hearing 
this term from a couple of sources. I 
have used the term “God in the box” 
in the past. However, the God of the 
Bible cannot be boxed in. Solomon 
put God in this perspective: “But will 
God indeed dwell on the earth? Be-
hold, the heaven and heaven of heav-
ens cannot contain thee; how much 
less this house that I have built” (1 
Kings 8:27)! 
        The term “God in the box” is in 
reference to a person’s perception of 
God. Man often puts his understand-
ing about God in a box according to 
doctrinal or theological influences as 
a means to “control” Him according to 
such personal understanding. Job 
and his friends had such “boxes” as 
far as their understanding of God. It 
was not that these men were wrong 
about God; it is that He will some-
times operate outside of man’s “box”. 
Every time God moves outside of per-
sonal understanding, He will end up 
shaking such limited “boxes”.  
        At such times a person must 
make a decision. Regardless of 
whether he or she understands, he or 
she still must choose to trust that God 
is who He is. If the person does not 
choose the way of faith, he or she will 
go into unbelief, throwing all of his or 
her belief system out the door simply 
because God did not fit into his or her 
understanding. This type of unbelief 
ends in delusion because such peo-
ple turn around and create a god to 
their own liking. 
        I understand this place because I 
have been there a few times. I have 
my “box” of understanding towards 
God. However, the challenges of life 
caused the darkness of confusion and 
ignorance to shake my “box” on nu-
merous occasions. I had to simply 
step outside of my personal under-
standing of God to believe that God is 

who He is. This is the essence of true 
faith. I had to realize that due to His 
infinite state and my finite state, I will 
not understand His workings and 
ways, but I need to trust His charac-
ter. Each time I chose the way of faith 
in such challenges, the darkness 
eventually gave way to the work of 
the Holy Spirit as He unveiled the 
depth of my Lord’s character and 
work in greater measure, enlarging 
my “box” or understanding of Him. 
        This brings me to the source we 
must use to test all matters when it 
does come to the truth, character and 
ways of God. Sadly, the individuals 
who have used this term lately have 
gone into delusion. The main reason 
they have gone into delusion is be-
cause they have either thrown all 
standards of truth out the door, or 
they have minimized them, stripping 
truth of authority and validity.  When it 
comes to the true God of heaven, 
there is only one standard of truth we 
must judge all spiritual matters by, 
and that is the Word of God. Since 
many theological “boxes” contain 
Scriptural truths, those who throw out 
or denounce their particular “boxes” 
also reject the Word as being the one 
standard of truth that not only properly 
presents God, but also must be used 
to properly test what they are or have 
embraced. Granted, the Holy Spirit 
must be active in unveiling the intent 
of the counsel of the complete Word 
of God in Scripture concerning a mat-
ter, but without the discipline, bounda-
ries and standard of the Word of God, 
these people are throwing open a 
door to the occult. Through that door 
every counterfeit will come in to de-
lude, seduce and produce a counter-
feit spirit, Jesus and Gospel that will 
be to the liking of their disillusioned or 
disgruntled state of mind (2 Corin-
thians 11:1-3). 
        The bottom-line to such people is 
that they do not have a love for the 
truth (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12). They 
want their own reality, and they want 
God to adjust to it. The main reality 
that people are clinging to is the real-
ity that will allow them to feel good 
about themselves in their unbelieving, 
deluded state. In this feel-good state, 
God is all love and simply desires 
them to be happy regardless of the 
pigpen of perversion and unbelief 
they are wallowing in. In this state, 

there is no sin, standard of holiness 
(consecration and sanctification), call 
to righteousness, hell or eternal con-
sequences. Ultimately, some even 
believe they can become a god ac-
cording to their consciousness as 
they strive to be a “good person” ac-
cording to their own standards. How-
ever, the Bible describes such a state 
as being the ways of sin and death 
(Proverbs 14:12; 16:25). 
        My advice is simple. Stick with 
the Word of God. Believe what God 
says about all matters of life and 
death. Such belief will ensure that you 
are standing on that immovable Rock. 
When your “box” of understanding is 
shaken, cling to the Lord even more 
so as you choose to praise Him, 
knowing that He is bringing you 
higher in your understanding of Him.   

NEW!!!  FREE 
e-BOOK 

The Power of Our 
Testimonies 

 
This powerful book 
explains what a 
testimony is. In 
fact, it takes you 
through each stage 

as it is being developed in your life. 
Ultimately, the reader will come out 
understanding what Revelation 12:11 
means when it states that one of the 
tools that will enable believers to 
overcome the devil is their testimony. 
     Testimonies are powerful, but for 
some Christians they have no idea 
what it means to possess such a testi-
mony. As the darkness of this present 
age becomes more intense, believers 
must understand the power of pos-
sessing a testimony of Jesus Christ.  
     Interspersed with the edifying testi-
monies of believers, this book will not 
only enlighten each reader about this 
subject, but it will edify as it chal-
lenges and encourages them to come 
to terms with their own testimonies.  
To download your free copy, go to: 
http://www.gentleshepherd.com/ebooks/
freematerials/freedc.htm 

CHECK OUT THE FREE STUDY  
MATERIALS & DISCIPLESHIP 

COURSE ON THIS PAGE TOO!
FREE CHILDREN’S STORIES ON 

THE FOLLOWING LINK:  
http://www.gentleshepherd.com/ebooks/
childrenstories/freecs.htm 


